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Storm Drain Pollution Prevention
    and Environmental Services

Safe Drain Routine Maintenance Procedures

Safe Drain Cleaning

The cleaning of the Safe Drain device is a relatively straight forward process. The objective is the removal of accumulated debris and sediment. This is accomplished by using high pressure power washing equipment, portable vacuums and vacuum truck. The steps are as follows:

1. Ensure Safe Drain valve is closed

2. Perform valve and basin leak test using the following procedure:

a. Fill basin using clean water to brim and monitor for leak by

1. If unit is leak tight, proceed to step 3.

2. If unit leaks, recover water from basin and inspect valve seat and butterfly for damage or fouling. Wipe clean all sealing surfaces with a clean rag and inspect again. If it appears debris was causing unit not to seal (very unusual situation) close valve and repeat leak test. If unit is leak tight proceed to step 3. If not, and immediate cause cannot be isolated, remove valve and install valve blank off plate. Retest. If unit holds water proceed to step 3. If not, notify Safe Drain headquarters for further instructions. 

3. Rinse grating into Safe Drain basin

4. Remove grate and set aside

5. Remove any loose debris that is not sediment – if customer is tracking recovered materials, bag into separate bags for each type of material for later quantification and qualification

6. Rinse valve and basin assembly and area immediately surrounding basin inlet where feasible and either continue with pumping to container or landscape. Transfer dirty water on a continuous basis so that potentially sediment laden water does not settle out onto paved surfaces and later back into basin.

7. Recover water and sediment 

8. Using a wire brush, remove any persistent materials on basin walls, valve shaft or grating

9. Wipe valve seats and butterfly off using a clean rag

10. Open valve and wipe inner seals off and reverse side of butterfly

11. Close valve

Filter Equipped Units – unit with filtration media shall have the filters removed and bagged. The inside of the filter unit must be sprayed clean and a new filter installed. Document the installation and removal date of any filters. Reinstall the new filter after all cleaning is completed. 
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